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Lead Pastor Report 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
  
I consider it a joy to serve alongside of you and our Savior Jesus Christ for the sake of His 
church.  He has called us together as a body to carry out His work here in Turlock.  
  
Like all generations have, we live in a changing culture.  We are becoming a post-Christian 
nation, similar to Europe.  Church does not function as the social glue of society in the same 
way it once did.   Younger generations are suspect of institutionalized or organized religion. 
Overall, church attendance in the United States is shrinking relative to the population. 
  
Considering these trends, it is possible to lose hope or become discouraged about the future of 
the Church.  But we must remember, the Church is not ours.  Jesus has carried His Church 
through many different seasons and it has withstood many challenges, internally and externally. 
Not only has it survived the hard seasons, but He has used those seasons in a unique way to 
prepare His Church to thrive.  
  
First and foremost, Church revival is a product of God’s people humbly and fervently seeking 
God’s Spirit.  We can do many great things and make great plans as a church, but without His 
Spirit working through us and in the hearts of others, it is all in vain.  Challenging seasons, 
corporately and individually, are God’s way of calling us into deeper fellowship with Himself.  He 
desires that the ultimate purpose of our life would be to know Him more and participate in His 
mission.  
  
This last year, God put the following four opportunities before us to help us go deeper in Christ 
and further in mission.  
  
Abide 
In John 15, Jesus promises that if we abide in Him, we will bear much fruit.  Apart from Him, we 
can do nothing.  We regularly challenged you to abide in Christ through a consistent devotional 
and prayer time.  Intentionally spending time with Him prepares us to walk and live in the Spirit 
in all the moments of our lives.  
  
Oikos 
We have been invited be more than church attenders, but active participants in God’s mission. 
We have called this the Oikos way of living.  (see the Church Website to learn more).  It is a lens 
to understand our entire life.  It is also a strategy that helps use the relationships God has put in 
our lives for the sake of the Gospel.  Even though people are becoming more skeptical of the 
church, the Barna institute reveals that people are still spiritually hungry and want an experience 
with the Divine.  Through relationships, everyday interactions, and honest conversations, we can 
share our experience as we walk with God.  
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Corporate Prayer 
In 2 Chronicles 7:14, God says, “if my people, who are called by my name, will humble 
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from 
heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”  Corporate prayer is a powerful and 
necessary for the Mission of the Church.  We ended the year by launching a season of prayer 
Wednesday evenings to seek his face together.  
  
Vitality Pathway 
As a leadership, we felt this year that we needed to change and be pro-active in moving our 
church forward.  We were selected to join 20 churches across our country in a 2-year vitality 
pathway that includes church workshops, coaching, and more.  We are grateful to our 
denomination for coming alongside of us and providing $15,000 in resources to our community 
in the next 2 years.  The ultimate goal of the vitality process is that we would learn to listen to the 
Holy Spirit and strategically respond to His leading.  
  
Allow me to Dream… 
Since I first felt God’s call into ministry, I have always been inspired by and drawn to the image 
of the early church in Acts 2:42-47 and the image of the heavenly church in Revelation 7:9-10. 
These texts paint a picture of different ethnicities, social classes, and ages coming together as 
ONE in Christ to worship Him and further His Kingdom.  Everyone enjoys genuine fellowship 
where honesty, forgiveness, grace and love reign.  Everyone chips in to help each other and the 
mission with the unique gifts God has given them.  God’s people are present, committed, and in 
awe of the God they serve.  They are growing deeper and wider, everyday reflecting His glory 
more than the last.  No one is left behind.  Everyone is valued as God’s beloved no matter what.  
  
As a pastor, it is not my job to worship this vision, but to worship Him.  Yet, as I give my life to 
serve Him and you, I know that God can make us like Acts 2 and Revelation 7 for His glory. 
Think about it like this, Jesus tells us to open our eyes and see the harvest.  However, I have 
heard it said that, “the corn won’t pick itself”.  If we want to see a harvest, we need to invest 
together and devote ourselves towards this end. 
  
The truth is we have great potential in our community, but we do have some strongholds.  Of 
course this should not come as a surprise to us because we know that the evil one actively 
seeks to kill, steal and destroy.  Still, God has been showing me that there is complacency when 
we do not name our struggles, individually and corporately.  Let me take a moment to name a 
few ways that I believe we are being challenged.  First, one of the questions that Pat Stark 
(Assistant Superintendent of the PSWC) recently asked us was: Is your church a friendly church 
or a group of friends?  In other words, when new people come to Cornerstone, are they able to 
easily make meaningful relationships?  In some ways yes, but unfortunately a lack of connection 
has been a common theme for people who come for a season and then leave.  Some of the 
reason has to do with our organization and communication, which we are prayerfully and 
actively working on.  But, if we are honest, many of us have are content with the closer 
friendships we already have.  Though we may be nice, some people feel like they can never 
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become close.  I say this not as a judgment, but as an echo of what Pat and others are seeing 
all too often in the local church.  May we challenge ourselves to do better. 
  
A second stronghold we face is the ever-present pull from the world.  We live in a culture where 
families are busy with countless activities and where many of us have the ability to travel often, 
resulting in a constant temptation to move God to the back burner.  Though family and travel are 
not bad in and of themselves, the truth is that we can get distracted from living the life He wants 
us to live.  This is quite noticeable in the church, from weekly attendance to available ministry 
volunteers.  As the staff looks for people to serve in our community and carry out the ministry, 
we often have a hard time finding enough people who are willing to commit.  Again, my desire in 
saying this is not to condemn, but hopefully to inspire us all to reconsider our priorities.  To make 
sure we are listening to God, and responding in obedience to His will.  Personally, this is 
something that I have to revisit regularly in my own life.  And, although there have been 
challenges with running some of our ministries well, I am incredibly grateful to those of you who 
do your best to offer yourself in service to others and the church.  I do recognize that it is not 
always easy. 
  
The third and final challenge that I want to share with you is that while we have great ministry 
potential, we are limited because of our financial constraints.  God has been faithful in providing 
for this church; however, we are prevented from launching new ministries due to a lack of 
resources.  The vitality pathway is going to show strategic steps to take, but the truth is we won’t 
be able to take some of them without increased giving.  I 
challenge you to pray and think about how God is leading 
you to give in 2018.  One particular financial challenge is our 
church mortgage.  As of December 2017, we had 
$323,048.04 left on our mortgage.  Each month we pay 
$7,892 and have a little less than 4 years until it is paid off 
completely.  Though we could wait until the mortgage is paid 
off, imagine what it we could do in the Kingdom by investing 
$7,892/month into ministry staff and resources to serve 
Turlock. 
  
Even with these challenges, I am encouraged by what God 
is doing in our community and how He is growing us.  I pray 
for you daily - that God would continue to draw you into a 
deeper relationship with Him and equip you to carry out His 
purpose in your life. 
 
A Positive Step 
One of the ongoing initiatives in our denomination is to empower women who are gifted and 
called to serve in places of leadership.  Though we believe that a woman can and should serve 
in the role of lead pastor, only 7% of those positions are currently filled by women in our 
denomination.  It is my joy that my annual report next year will not be written as a lead pastor, 
but as a co-lead pastor with Amanda.  By your support in identifying her giftedness and call, and 
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by receiving her as your pastor, you are helping to move our denomination to reflect what we 
believe.  It is my prayer that this step will inspire other churches to seek women to lead who are 
gifted and called.  I am excited for you to get to know her as your pastor this next year and to 
see how God will work through her in our community.  
  
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Greg Oppenhuizen 
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Chair Report 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
Wow! What a year! When I was asked last February to fill Pastor Johnson’s chair position, little 
did I know what an amazing ride. Through it all the Holy Spirit led and through continued prayer, 
I know that God will continue to bless Cornerstone. 
 
We have accomplished so much together all for the glory of God. Our discussions and special 
meetings led to a vote of the congregation to call Pastors Amanda and Greg as co-pastors. In 
December, Superintendent Paul Wilson of the Pacific Southwest Conference installed Pastors 
Amanda and Greg as co-pastors of Cornerstone. It was a joyous occasion with an affirming and 
powerful message on women in ministry.  
 
Earlier in the year, we began the conversation at the council level to determine Cornerstone’s 
purpose in the wider Turlock community. These conversations with Pastor’s guidance led to 
Cornerstone being selected for the Vitality process. Danielle and Justin Marty along with Pastors 
Greg and Amanda went to Minnesota to become equipped to lead the church through this 
process. I look forward to 2018 as we discern God’s will for Cornerstone. 
 
Mid-year, the council and congregation had an opportunity to read and listen to Pastor Greg’s 
messages based upon the book, “8-15 Our World is Smaller Than You Think”. This outlined our 
purpose in this fallen world and was illustrated so aptly by Zoe Gonzalez’s hand-drawn picture of 
her Oikos! Each of us is challenged to make a list of our Oikos and to pray daily for each person 
on our list. I’ve made my list and I hope you have too! 
 
At our Semi-Annual meeting, the congregation approved the 2018 budget with a shortfall. 
Leadership wrestled with how to budget wisely given the current giving trends. However, with 
prayer, each member on the council was moved to pledge an increase to his/her giving because 
each believes in the ministry of Cornerstone! Please prayerfully consider how you too can 
increase your giving. Through increased giving, we can do so much more to advance the 
Kingdom of God in our community. 
 
Lastly, we ended the 2017 year with a Season of Prayer lead by Pastors Amanda and Greg. 
These organized prayer meetings were a wonderful success. Prayer is essential as we begin 
laying the groundwork for the Vitality process. This Season of Prayer has been powerful and 
attendees have seen the powerful way the Lord has been answering prayers! A prayer walk was 
also added to remember the neighborhood surrounding Cornerstone. Prayer is essential as we 
seek God’s will for Cornerstone. 
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Many thanks to all who are called to bring forth their talents, treasures and time! You are part of 
the body and Cornerstone’s ministries wouldn’t be flourishing without you. I am eternally 
grateful. 
 
I look forward to 2018 to see the work of the Holy Spirit in the lives that make up Cornerstone. 
 
In closing, I find the following scripture to be close to my heart. “Follow God’s example, 
therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and 
gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” Ephesians 5:1 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Laurel Ruddy Larson 
Chair 
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Vice Chair Report 
 
Greetings Cornerstone Family, 
 
Our usher volunteer team is growing and for that we are extremely grateful. Their faithfulness 
and enthusiasm in serving others is much appreciated. Paul Gorman does a wonderful job 
setting up the sanctuary for worship each week and we are thankful for his faithfulness. 

 
As I reflect on the past year serving on the Cornerstone Church Council , I come away with a 
very different perspective of the work of the Council than when I was anticipating becoming a 
member. For sure we are about the administration of the church business (the nuts and bolts so 
to speak)! But first and foremost, the Council is about seeking the Holy Spirit’s direction and 
guidance in our personal lives and in the life of our church. Beginning each Council Meeting, a 
large portion of time is spent sharing how the Holy Spirit has been at work in each of our lives 
and in our church, and then praying for the Holy Spirit to give us His guidance as we seek to 
serve Him through Cornerstone. It is very humbling to serve with so many God-fearing 
Christians and for that I am extremely grateful and blessed. 
 

● Praise God for the faithful volunteer ushers each week 
● Anticipate holding a meeting with the ushers and greeters in the near future to coordinate 

services.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Camille Adams 
Vice Chair 
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By the Numbers 

 
This year we added seven new members to our congregation: 

 
Justin Cardoza 
Margaret Goslin 

Rick Hunt 
Dave and Kim Lindsey 

Nancy Lampman 
Rachel Magana 

 
We lost three members from our congregation who have gone to be with the Lord: 

 
Ben Bergman 

Gordon Bonander 
Debbie Stevens 

 
We have seven members who have requested to be removed from membership: 

 
Loren & Rita Holt 

Loren & Jean Hester 
Ginger True 

Robert & Eunice Johnson 
 

Active Members: 130 Associate Members: 4 Total: 134 
 
Average Sunday Attendance: 127 
 
 
Infant Dedications: Baptisms: 
 
Liam Wagner Levi Ybanez 

Sarah Wagner 
Olivia Wagner 
Piper Oppenhuizen 
Liv Tyler Ratliff 
Shyla Ratliff 
Andrew Ratliff 
Nina Ratliff 
Emma Wells 
Gordon Craig 
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Cornerstone Kids 
 
Dear Cornerstone, 
 
This month marks the first full year that I have 
been the Children’s Ministry Director. As I look 
back over the last year I am excited to celebrate 
what God has done, and I am grateful for a 
chance to dream about what God might do in 
the year to come.  
 
Over the past year God has put an increasing conviction in my heart not to look at the purpose 
of ministry to children solely from the perspective of building their biblical knowledge for future 
use, or even as the future of the church (although that is true and important). Rather to 
reimagine children’s ministry, realizing that THE CHURCH is Intergenerational and that our 
children have such an important role to play as we seek to do God’s will in our community. With 
that in mind, our goal is to engage children in the larger ministry of the church as much as 
possible and to equip and empower children and families to make disciples who make disciples. 
  
To be completely honest, I’m not sure exactly what this looks like, but as we prayerfully take 
steps forward the vision becomes clearer and I am encouraged by all of the ways that this is 
already happening in our community! 
 
Here are a few highlights: 
 
Families are encouraged to worship and take communion together.  
 
Cornerstone Kids are a regular part of the worship service and their voices are heard during 
Children’s Moment twice a month.  
 
We have been intentional about creating an outward focused and missional culture in the 
children’s ministry.  

● OIKOS: We participated in the sermon series on OIKOS along with the rest of the church 
and pray for our OIKOS lists each Sunday morning. 

● Memory Verse-A-Thon: During the Summer we did an offering project to raise funds for 
Covenant World Relief that went toward Refugee Children around the world. Many church 
members financially sponsored the kids as they memorized Bible Verses.  

 
We are seeking to do more sermon series that are in sync with what Pastors Amanda and Greg 
are teaching on Sunday morning, so that as families go home and discuss what they learned or 
what stood out to them they are able to encourage one another about how to apply the teaching 
of the Bible to their lives. 

 
11 



 

 
There is no doubt that the Cornerstone Kids are a beloved part of their church community. I am 
so grateful for the committed servant leaders that are teaching them faithfully each Sunday, and 
the love that is shown to our kids. 
 
As I look at the year ahead, I am hopeful, and my prayer is that we would be good stewards of 
the dreams God gives us, that we would be faithful to respond to His call (whether to teaching 
Sunday School, hosting a Children’s Event, or doing an offering project), and that we would be 
encouraged as He equips us to do good ministry.  
 
I am thrilled to see what God will do in and through Cornerstone in 2018. 
 
Rachel Magaña 
Children’s Ministry Director 
 

 

  

 
12 



 

Catalyst & Life 

Greetings Friends! 
 

This past year has included wonderful changes as well as continued traditions for the youth of 
Cornerstone! The high school group, LIFE, began the year by attending the Thrive conference in 
Sacramento, followed by a day of volunteering with other youth in the PSWC at Love, Inc. Soon 
after our return, Jessica Weder graciously took over while Dave and I welcomed our first child. 

 
I returned just in time to transition the high school group into its summer schedule, which 
included a Phillipians Bible study, a trip to Mission Springs, the fireworks booth, and of course 
the annual BBQ with the Senior Classics. As summer came to a close, Pastor Greg handed over 
the reins to the junior high group, Catalyst, and we have been enjoying the extra energy they 
bring to the room! Our groups continue to meet every Wednesday night; and although they are 
technically separated, students from either group tend to trickle in to the other meetings, creating 
a tight-knit environment we are not at all opposed to.  

 
In 2017, we also began a huge, bi-monthly youth group meeting with Turlock Covenant, La 
Iglesia, and Hilmar Covenant that we expertly named “The Collaboration” (pictured below). We 
love this night and it is our hope that other churches within The Cov will follow our lead and pick 
up this tradition with their local groups as well. We are also looking forward to spending more 
time with this Collaboration group in Knoxville, TN this July at CHIC 2018.  

 
We truly cannot thank you enough for your support and love throughout the last year.  As I look 
at our students and volunteer leaders, both past and present, my heart genuinely swells knowing 
that they are the upcoming generation of leaders in the church. We are so grateful for 
Cornerstone. 

 
Sincerely,  
 
Paige Craig 
Youth Director 
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College & Young Adult 
 

 
If I can brag for a minute, I have to say that this group 
continues to be one my favorites in every possible 
way!  
 
The first time that we hosted the College/Young Adults 
was in the fall of 2006, and we have been involved on 
and off ever since.  Over the years, God has brought 
so many wonderful and gifted young people into our 
lives.  We have watched them explore, grow, study, 
take their first “real” job, discover their spiritual gifts, 
serve in ministry, get married, have children and more.  

 
The current group is no exception.  Sometimes we call it a melting pot because the people 
involved, though in the same age bracket, are experiencing life in so many different ways.  What 
makes us really special, however, is the fact that we do not actually try to “melt” into each other 
in a way that makes us all look the same.  We hold each other’s stories as sacred, encouraging 
our uniqueness and supporting each other through life’s challenges.  I am beyond blessed to 
walk with these students, young professionals, wanderers and everything in between!  My hope 
is that you will also invest in them as the church.  I have no doubt that God is continuing to raise 
up leaders among them!! 

 
 

His, 
 
Pastor Amanda Oppenhuizen 
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Cornerstone Classics 
In its fifth year meeting every month on the second Wednesday, the team of Lucy Honnette, PJ 
Shahen, Nancy Lampman, Connie Stout, and Vivian Gist worked joyfully together to support our 
Cornerstone Classics.  

  
  

Highlights of this year: 
 

● This past year we said goodbye to dear friends Jean and 
Lauren Hester, sending our love and prayers as they settle into 
their new home in Fresno.  We honored the passing of Ben 
Bergman, Gordon Bonander, Don Gist, and Faye Hunt. 

● Nancy Lampman volunteered enthusiastically to be our 
secretary.  She has kept our roster up to date, mailed 
celebration cards for birthdays and anniversaries, as well as 
condolence and encouragement notes.  Thank you Nancy! 

● Vivian Gist leads the team of visitation volunteers to attend and 
support our group especially targeting our shut-ins. Those visits 
are an amazing blessing to those doing the visiting as well as 
those who are receiving!  She is always looking for more 
people to join this ministry. 

● The Cornerstone preschool directed by Amanda Gonzalez was 
hosted by the Classics.  In February at the Valentines’ party, 
seniors and preschoolers colored and iced cookies together, 
head to head in animated conversations.  
In December, the preschoolers entertained us in song, and then 
Vivian, one of our retired teachers read a Christmas story. 
Barbara Beasley and friends from the university helped to serve. 

● Pastors Greg and Amanda opened their home to the youth and 
seniors for a BBQ lunch 

● In October, Chris Nichols delighted us with his piano mastery 
while we enjoyed a baked potato buffet and pumpkin pie.  Paige Craig with Gordon 
served at the buffet table demonstrating the Classics are ageless, 9 months to 90’s! 
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God’s not through with us yet!  Hallelujah! 
 
In His grip,  
Connie Stout 
Classic’s Ministry Leader 
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Cornerstone Theatre 
This year marked our second production by Cornerstone 
Theatre called “Where is Santa?”, a story about 
discovering the true story of Christmas.  The play this year 
was designed specifically to be put on by our students and 
children in the community.  
 A special thanks to Chrissie Ford for writing and directing 
the play again.  We were not sure what to expect on the 
day of the play, but we were excited and humbled to share 
the Christmas story with 2 full services! 
 
Cast Members Stage Design/lighting 
Avery Ahlem Christy Almatran 
Endsley Ahlem Duane Lundell 
Landry Ahlem Rachel Magaña 
Arjan Attwal Justin Marty 
Barbara Beasley Amanda Oppenhuizen 
Aubrey Davis  
Harper Ferreria 
Simon Freeby 
Zohie Gonzales 
Brandon Lundell 
Ivan McFarlane 
Milo McFarlane 
Nora McFarlane 
Elle Nitschke 
Ruby Oppenhuizen 
Sam Oppenhuizen 
Tad Oppenhuizen 
Piper Oppenhuizen 
Mia Peterson 
Avery Peterson 
LivTyler Ratliff 
Shyla Ratliff 
Grady Vilas 
Harlow Vilas 
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Missions  

 
Last year Cornerstone Covenant Church supported the following missions: 
 

● Through the Evangelical Covenant Church, over 100 missionaries in over 20 countries 
● Through the Pacific Southwest Conference, Covenant Churches and church planting 
● Don & Lillian Dwight at the Filipino Jesus Covenant Church and Morrison Academy in 

Taiwan 
● Don and Cathy Bosworth at MARC in Alaska 
● Compassion International 
● Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child 
● Covenant World Relief 
● Alaska Christian College 
● KICY Radio Nome, Alaska 
● Amundsen Education Center, Alaska 
● Missionary Aviation Repair Center, Alaska 

 
 

Cornerstone Covenant Missionaries 

                               

     Don & Lillian Dwight  Don & Cat Bosworth 
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Facilities & Grounds 
 
Sanctuary Refresh - Project Highlights 
 
The Sanctuary Refresh project was approved by the congregation and kicked off in 2016. The 
project is an effort to update portions of the sanctuary to better meet the needs of the 
congregation and replace worn and broken equipment. Phase one kicked off in 2016 and stage 
reconstruction, stage backdrop, and stage lighting was completed in late 2016. In 2017, the 
main room lighting was replaced with all-LED dimmable lighting and is already providing greater 
control over lighting in the room and energy savings.  

 
Volunteer Groundskeepers 
 
At the beginning of 2017 Cornerstone transitioned from using a hired landscaping service to a 
church landscaping team made up of church congregants. Paul Lund has done an amazing job 
of leading this group and providing an opportunity for fellowship as people are gathered together 
around a goal → to care for our property.  

 
Outdoor lighting retrofit 
 
After years of struggling with our aging outdoor lighting, it was determined that the current 
fixtures were not fit for repair and replacement was needed to provide much needed lighting 
around the main building for church and preschool activity. The lighting was replaced with new 
or retrofit LED fixtures and is expected to reach its return on investment in four years through a 
rebate, monthly energy savings, and eliminated consumable replacement costs. The remainder 
of outdoor lighting, such as poles and parking lot lights will be replaced as funds are available.  
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Financials 

Treasurer Report 
 

Presented is the annual financial summary for Cornerstone Covenant Church. 
Please refer to the following pages for a summary of the activities. 
  
The “Refresh” project which was approved by the Congregation to enhance the Worship Center 
began in November 2016. Painting of the Entry and Multi-Purpose Room was completed this 
year. We also replaced the main lighting in the Multi-Purpose Room with LED lights and 
upgraded exterior lighting. 
  
   Our income (regular tithes/offerings) was less than the projected budgeted amount by 
$29,000. The Council and staff have worked hard to control costs. Council also worked hard on 
a proposed budget ($28,000 less than 2016) that was approved by the Congregation in 
November. This 2018 budget includes the addition of Pastor Amanda as a paid staff member.  
  
  
  
Respectfully submitted, 
  
  
Kirk W. Larson, Cornerstone Treasurer 
  
A copy of the full Financial Statement prepared by the accounting firm of Wahl, Willemse & 
Wilson LLP is available in the Church Office or by contacting the Church Treasurer. 
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Cornerstone Covenant Church  
  
  
 Jan-Dec-2017                2017 
     Actual                 Budget                 $ Over Budget 
  
Income  
Tithes $305,050.92            $342,000.00               $  <36,949.08> 
Rent, Interest & Misc       $   20,356.20 $ 24,075.00 $   <,3,718.80>  
Total Income $325,407.12           $366,075.00     $  <40,667.88> 
  
  
  Expenses            $241,153.01 $271,273.00   $ < 30,119.99> 
Mortgage            $  94,020.00 $  94,707.00 $         <687.00> 
Total Expenses $335,173.01 $365,980.00    $ <30,706.99> 
  
  
    
   
   
                                                 Cash Balances 
  
  
 Thru 12-31-16           Thru 12-31-17 Change 
  
General                  $  6,180.96                   $  25,689.16 $  19,580.20 
Designated       $73,494.23 $  56,119.66 $<17,374.57>  
Passbook-Savings                 $92,426.52 $157,476.11 $  65,409.59 
Passbook-Building Fund       $40,000.00 $  40,000.00 $          0.00  
Petty Cash       $     300.00 $       300.00 $  0.00  
Pastor’s Checking       $     437.16 $       800.00 $      362.84 
  
  
  
  
Note payable-  
National Covenant      $ 400,686.89 $323,048.04 <$76,638.85>  
Properties 
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________________________________________________________________________ 
   

        Designated Account Balances 
  
                                                      Thru 12-31-16          Thru 12-31-17  Change  
  
Benevolence                                $9,581.97 $14,210.22 $4,628.25 
Camp Fund $35.75 $100.75 $65.00 
CHIC $0.00 $100.00 $100.00 
Library                                          $437.42 $437.42 $0.00 
Partners in Education (N. Park) $736.00 $736.00 $0.00 
Activities $3,153.77 $3,245.56 $91.79 
Fireworks Booth $6,090.81 $6,435.93 $345.12 
Nursery $80.56 $80.56 $0.00  
Miscellaneous $5,927.61 $4,398.03 <$1,529.58> 
Covenant Leadership Fund $1,657.50 $495.00 <$1,162.50>  
Children’s Ministry $2,865.63 $2,856.63 $0.00 
Triennial $375.11 $375.11 $0.00 
Refresh  $39,625.10 $18,574.59 <$21,050.51> 
World Relief $0.00 $100.00 $100.00 
Hospitality $0.00 $316.66 $316.66 
Memorials $1,590.00  $3,247.00 $1,657.00 
  
Total $72,157.23 $55,709.46 <$ 16,447.77>  
  
                                                   Transfers  
  
Pass Book (Savings) to General $20,000.00                To pay regular invoices 
  
                           Refresh Project 
  
Deposits for  2016- $65,033.00* 2017-    $8,197.44 Total-  $73,212.44 
Expenses for 2016- $25,407.90 2017-  $29,229.95 Total-  $54,637.85 
        Balance-  $18,574.59 
*Includes $42,000 transferred from Designated Account  
 ____________________________________________   
  
                                                     Activities 
  
    Fireworks Booth Yard Sale 
  

Income $11,763.69                                                 $1,953.05  
Expenses $ 8,073.96                                                  $1,576.23 
Total Income  $ 3,689.73                                                  $ 376.82 

______________________________________________________________________ 
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Financial Secretary Report 
  
2017 Breakdown of Income 
  
Tithes / Offerings: $304,650.92 
Building Rental: $  20,680.00 
Sanctuary Refresh: $    8,197.44 
Misc. Donation: $  92,941.47 
Misc. Income: $    6,139.43 
  
Total Collections: $432,609.26 
  
Gifts-In-Kind were received from Gibbs Maintenance. 
  
A very special thank you to Joe and Sue Bonander, Phil Dwight, JoAnn Lundell, and Jayne Starn for their 
continued support counting, and depositing the offerings on a weekly basis.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
  
Jim Burden 
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Community Outreach 

Cornerstone Christian Preschool  

Cornerstone Christian Preschool has now been open for 3 years.  It has been a blessing to the 
parents, staff and students. CCP has the most incredible staff. They truly love the Lord and love 
the children that they serve!  

 
This year CCP and the church have had more crossover than previous years.  

- The Hospitality Team came and served at the Preschool Christmas Program. It was so 
helpful and they made the event welcoming and delicious!  

- The preschool partnered up with the Classics ministry as well this year. They shared 
Christmas and Valentines events.  Seeing the seniors engage with little ones is the 
sweetest.  

 
CCP has three classrooms with a capacity of 36 children at one time.  The preschool currently 
employs 7 staff members.  It is open from 7 am to 6 pm, Monday through Friday.  
 
The preschool is blessed by the church daily.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
24 



 

Community Yard Sale 
 
Once again, the Community Yard Sale was Cornerstone’s largest event of the year and very 
successful by all measures! Seller spaces sold out within 2 days (previous record was 2 weeks!) 
and feedback from the community was overwhelmingly positive. Volunteers from Cornerstone 
reported positive conversations with community members and compliments for a well-run, 
productive event. A survey was sent to sellers after the event and found that 100% of 
respondents were “very satisfied” with the event, 80% sold more than expected, and 93% plan 
to return in 2018. 
 
I want to thank all the volunteers, without whom the CYS would not be possible, not only for 
actually executing the event, but also being there to interface with the community. In 
recent years, the CYS has been relatively successful and Cornerstone’s largest event, but in 
2017, I feel it also was its most impactful on the community. Never before in my 7 years of 
coordinating the CYS have I received so much positive feedback! In fact, we received our first 
hand-written, mailed letter in response to the CYS from a seller who wanted to thank us for 
hosting the event and for making it welcoming for sellers. 
 
We’re looking forward to hosting the CYS event in 2018 with more improvements, more 
hospitality, and another opportunity to share the love of Jesus Christ with our neighbors.  
 
In His Service, 
Justin Marty 
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Social Media 
Our social media following has grown a lot this year. Many people who attended the 
Cornerstone Yard Sale started to follow our pages. The church received several fantastic 
reviews on Facebook from attendees and sellers saying that we are very welcoming and 
friendly!  
 
Following our pages has become a great way to stay connected to what is going on at our 
church and with the denomination. You can find upcoming events, current information about the 
ECC, updates from members of our church family, as well as encouraging words.  
 
This year, we hope our presence continues to grow and that we can be even better about the 
consistency of information presented between the webpage, services, and social media. We 
would love to have you follow us and stay up to date on what’s going on at Cornerstone! If you 
have something you would like to see more of on our pages please email 
Joycelibanez@gmail.com 
  
Instagram: @cornerstonecov 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/CornerstoneCov 
 

Ministry Highlights 
 
Once again, it has been such an honor to serve on council! Cornerstone has a variety of ministry 
opportunities. Below are a few highlights of the past year! 
 
Turlock Gospel Mission 
Every 4th Sunday of the month Cornerstone has hosted and fed the homeless.  Kurt Palmberg 
has led this ministry this year.  The College and Young Adult Group members have been faithful 
to making sure there are hands to feed the homeless. This has been an incredible partnership 
between TGM and Cornerstone. 
 
It's In The Book  
Jayne Starn has facilitated this study once again this year! Jayne has led this study faithfully. 
The group consists of a group of people looking to deepen their walk with the Lord. They have 
met Tuesday evenings this year and look forward to continuing the study in the following year! 
 
Young Mom’s Group 
This year, the young moms group has gone through a handful of studies including the book of 
John and the life of David.  These young women connect every Tuesday and are committed to 
prayer, study and support. They have become more than a group that meets once a week. 
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They are genuine friends that remain involved in each other's lives throughout the week. It has 
been a huge blessing to each member! Attached is a picture of one of our “Moms Night Outs.” 
 

     
  
  
Home Fellowship Group 
It is important to remember that church is more than Sunday morning worship! Home Group has 
provided an opportunity to meet and connect with the church body during the week! This group 
has met the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month and has been a consistent and healthy 
growing group. The Owen family opened up their home to host this wonderful group. 
 
It is amazing to see all the opportunities for ministry that Cornerstone offers.  We are able to be 
the hands and feet of Christ right here in our community! It is exciting to see what 2018 will 
bring. 
 
Sincerely, 
Amanda Gonzales 
Christian Formation  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
27 



 

 

  

 
28 



 

Semi-Annual Meeting Minutes 
 

Cornerstone Covenant Church 
Semi-Annual Meeting Minutes 

November 19, 2017 
 
Chair Laurel Ruddy called the meeting to order with prayer at 11:22 a.m. 
 
M/S/C to approve the agenda as presented. 
 
M/S/C (Bill Gibbs/Doug Starn) to approve the Special Congregational Minutes of 
October 15, 2017. 
 
Laurel asked members of the Council leadership to come forward. Those in 
attendance stated their name, position and term. Laurel asked the congregation 
to prayerfully consider serving on the leadership team if asked by the nominating 
committee. 
 
Names of persons recommended for membership were called and asked to stand. 
M/S/C (Cindy Gibbs/Doug Starn) to accept the list of candidates for membership. 
New members are: Marge Coslin, Nancy Lampman, Rick Hunt, Dave Lindsey, Kim 
Lindsey, Justin Cardoza and Rachel Magana. 
 
The budget for 2018 was presented for approval. Marlene Stante seconded the 
recommendation. Brief discussion followed regarding payroll tax amount for 
salaries. Motion carried to approve the 2018 budget as presented. Pastor Greg 
thanked the leadership for working on the budget for 2018. 
 
M/S/C (Cindy Gibbs/Doug Starn) to adjourn the meeting. Pastor Amanda O. 
closed the meeting in prayer. 
 
Respectively submitted, 
 
Cindy Gibbs 
Secretary Pro-Tem 
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Annual Meeting Agenda 
 

Cornerstone Covenant Church 
Annual Meeting 

February 18, 2018 11:15am 
Agenda 

 
Chair’s Welcome and Prayer 

Approval of Agenda 

Approval of Semi-Annual Meeting 2017 Minutes 

Election of Council Members 

Council Reports 

Election Results 

Old Business 

New Business 

Closing Prayer 

Meeting Adjourned 
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Council Ballots 
 

Annual Meeting 
February 18, 2018 – 11:15AM 

Ballot 
  
  
Candidate Position In Favor Opposed 
 
Laurel Ruddy Larson  Chair _________ _________ 
 
Kirk Larson Treasurer _________ _________ 
 
Joyce Ibañez Secretary _________ _________ 
 
Connie Stout Congregational Care _________ _________ 
 
Jayne Starn Christian Formation _________ _________ 
 
Christy Almatran Local Outreach _________ _________ 
 
Rotimi Odeh Missions _________ _________ 
 
Justin Marty Member at Large _________ _________ 
 
Phil Dwight Member at Large _________ _________ 
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